
The Genealogy & 

Education Center

Museum of  Danish America

Elk Horn, Iowa



4210 Main Street, Elk Horn

Hours:

Wednesday – Friday, 9:00 – 4:00

Or other days by appointment

Website:

https://www.danishmuseum.org/visit/locati
on/genealogy-center

Facebook Group:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/319824
389373267

https://www.danishmuseum.org/visit/location/genealogy-center
https://www.facebook.com/groups/319824389373267


At the Genealogy Center

• We assist patrons with research, and complete research and 

translation requests for people all over the country. 

• Hourly fee for research and translations; members of  the 

Museum of  Danish America may use our library for free.

• Computer workstations available with access to paid database 

subscriptions: Ancestry LibraryEdition™, Fold3™, ProQuest 

Obits™, NewspaperArchive™, Newspapers.com™, 

HeritageQuest Online™, etc.



Library Organization & Types of  Sources

• Local (4-county area) sources: 

directories, church books, histories, 

yearbooks, cemetery records, etc.

• Other Iowa & state records 

organized by county, primarily 

Danish communities

• Canada, Virgin Islands, India, etc.



Newspapers & Obituary Collections

• Bound copies of  complete Elk 

Horn-Kimballton Review, 1928-2007

• Obituaries indexed

• Audubon County Journal obituaries 

collected & indexed

• Danish-American obituary 

collection (national)



Danish Immigrant Vertical File Collection

• 10,000+ folders, organized by 

immigrant’ name

• May contain copies of  research 

reports, vital records, photographs, 

family trees, memoir writing, 

related translations, etc.

• Corresponding database





Book Collection
Danish geography, history & culture; immigration; Danish-American culture, immigrant & Danish-

American memoirs/biographies—from Vikings to Ellis Island, cookbooks and design



Periodical & Newspaper Collection
Danish-American, Genealogical



Maps
Local county plat maps, Denmark



Danish Brotherhood Membership Rolls

• Originals available on microfilm

• Indexed, in binders organized by state & lodge 

(done in cooperation with DAAL)

• Include birth date, birth place, beneficiary, 

occupation, etc.

• Danish Sisterhood in progress…



Cataloging

• Library catalog is on Past Perfect

• Call numbers: unique to section



Cataloging

Geographical

• State, County, Type of  Material, 

Author, Year Published

• DK/County/City/Author/Year



Cataloging

Family Histories (FH) Biographies (BIO)



Cataloging

Dewey Decimal System

• Used for general reference 

materials, organized by subject

• “DK” preceding Danish-language 

materials, “OS” for over-sized 

materials





Building Our Collection

Volunteers assist the Genealogy Center in many ways, among them:

• Data entry – creating databases and indexes

• Scanning – creating digital copies of  documents

• Research

• Collecting and organizing obituaries and articles

• Creating books/binders of  documents



Special Collections

An archive of  Danish-American families, 

organizations, institutions, & publications



Special Collections

• Mainly stored in stacks in a climate-controlled room of  the 

museum

• Contents documented in Past Perfect

• Finding aids created with box inventories

• Organized into family collections, by organization, publication, 

or topic







Preservation

• Acid-free, lignin-free folders & boxes in appropriate sizes

• Folders labeled in pencil, not ink

• Extraneous materials like paper clips, rubber bands, etc. removed

• Polyester and polypropylene sleeves for documents and photos

• Avoid encapsulation, which accelerates deterioration

• www.Gaylord.com/resources/guide-to-collections-care

• Buffered vs. unbuffered storage materials

http://www.gaylord.com/resources/guide-to-collections-care


What you can do now
for your own family collection

• Digitize – scan both sides of  photos and documents, label/title clearly

• Make photocopies

• Transcribe

• Store materials safely – acid-free sleeves, folders, boxes

• Do NOT laminate…this causes documents to deteriorate faster

• Identify photographs—people, places, point in time

• Organize by person/family



Wanda Sornson & Alissa LaCanne
Genealogy & Education Center

wanda.sornson@danishmuseum.org

alissa.lacanne@danishmuseum.org

(712) 764-7008

mailto:wanda.sornson@danishmuseum.org
mailto:alissa.lacanne@danishmuseum.org

